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Vision Statement 
 
Vision Inspires, Mission Describes 
 
(Desired End-State) A one-sentence statement describing the clear and inspirational 
long-term desired change resulting from an organization or program’s work. The best 
visions are inspirational, clear, memorable, and concise. 
 
20 Example Vision Statements 
  
1. Oxfam: A just world without poverty (5 words) 
2. Feeding America: A hunger-free America (4 words) 
3. Human Rights Campaign: Equality for everyone (3) 
4. National Multiple Sclerosis Society: A World Free of MS (5) 
5. Alzheimer’s Association: Our vision is a world without Alzheimer’s (7) 
6. Habitat for Humanity: A world where everyone has a decent place to live. (10) 
7. Oceana seeks to make our oceans as rich, healthy and abundant as they once were. 

(14) 
8. Make-A-Wish: Our vision is that people everywhere. will share the power of a wish 

(13) 
9. San Diego Zoo: To become a world leader at connecting people to wildlife and 

conservation. (12) 
10. The Nature Conservancy: Our vision is to leave a sustainable world for future 

generations. (11) 
11. Ducks Unlimited is wetlands sufficient to fill the skies with waterfowl today, 

tomorrow and forever. (13) 
12. In Touch Ministries: proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ to people in every 

country of the world. (14) 
13. NPR, with its network of independent member stations, is America’s pre-eminent 

news institution (12) 
14. World Vision: For every child, life in all its fullness; Our prayer for every heart, the 

will to make it so (19) 
15. Teach for America: One day, all children in this nation will have the opportunity to 

attain an excellent education. (16) 
16. ASPCA: That the United States is a humane community in which all animals are 

treated with respect and kindness. (18) 
17. Cleveland Clinic: Striving to be the world’s leader in patient experience, clinical 

outcomes, research and education. (14) 
18. Goodwill: Every person has the opportunity to achieve his/her fullest potential and 

participate in and contribute to all aspects of life. (21) 
19. Smithsonian: Shaping the future by preserving our heritage, discovering new 

knowledge, and sharing our resources with the world (17) 
20. WWF: We seek to save a planet, a world of life. Reconciling the needs of human 

beings and the needs of others that share the Earth… (25) 
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Mission Statement  
 
Vision Inspires, Mission Describes 
 
A one-sentence statement describing what an organization or program does. It is used to 
help guide decisions about priorities, actions, and responsibilities. Answers the question 
of How this unique organization contributes to the vision.  Someone should read the 
Vision and say ‘I want that world too’, then see the Mission and say ‘That is an excellent 
way to make that vision a reality – it makes sense and I want to contribute to this 
organization’s efforts.’ 
 
Mission Statements from Top Nonprofits 
 
1. TED: Spreading Ideas. (2 words) 
2. Smithsonian: The increase and diffusion of knowledge. (6 words) 
3. USO lifts the spirits of America’s troops and their families. (9 words) 
4. Livestrong: To inspire and empower people affected by cancer. (8) 
5. Invisible Children: To bring a permanent end to LRA atrocities. (8) 
6. The Humane Society: Celebrating Animals, Confronting Cruelty. (4) 
7. Wounded Warrior Project: To honor and empower wounded warriors. (6) 
8. Oxfam: To create lasting solutions to poverty, hunger, and social injustice. (10) 
9. Best Friends Animal Society: A better world through kindness to animals. (7) 
10. CARE: To serve individuals and families in the poorest communities in the world. 

(12) 
11. The Nature Conservancy: To conserve the lands and waters on which all life 

depends. (11) 
12. JDRF: To find a cure for diabetes and its complications through the support of 

research. (14) 
13. Environmental Defense Fund: To preserve the natural systems on which all life 

depends. (10) 
14. Public Broadcasting System (PBS): To create content that educates, informs and 

inspires. (8) 
15. National Wildlife Federation: Inspiring Americans to protect wildlife for our 

children’s future. (9) 
16. American Heart Association: To build healthier lives, free of cardiovascular diseases 

and stroke. (10) 
17. Heifer International: To work with communities to end hunger and poverty and care 

for the Earth. (14) 
18. ASPCA: To provide effective means for the prevention of cruelty to animals 

throughout the United States. (15) 
19. Kiva: We are a non-profit organization with a mission to connect people through 

lending to alleviate poverty. (16) 
20. New York Public Library: To inspire lifelong learning, advance knowledge, and 

strengthen our communities. (10) 


